
From: Ross, Matthew
To: Pruett, Stephen
Subject: FW: Resignation from volume 117 WG
Date: Monday, April 11, 2016 10:03:00 AM

Hi Steve,
 
I just want to let you know that in light of the mess between IARC and MSU that I’ve resigned from
the upcoming volume 117 working group (see my message to the responsible IARC officer in charge
of that meeting, which will be in October).   
 
It is obvious to me that we (myself and MSU!) are in a real conflict of interest with IARC/WHO.  If you
or any administrator such as the Dean want to discuss this situation with me, I’d be glad to.  I’ve
nothing to hide. 
 
I’m also working on a way to carry Jung Hwa Lee from this summer (I am assuming starting July) to
December.  Perhaps we can discuss some scenarios at some point soon.    
 
Regards,
Matt
 

From: Ross, Matthew 
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2016 9:35 AM
To: 'Kathryn Guyton' <GuytonK@iarc.fr>
Subject: Resignation from volume 117 WG
 
Dear Kate,

The open records request of MSU, which our institution cannot ignore or dismiss, will likely force
IARC/WHO to get a court order to prevent the documents from being released. If MSU releases the
documents, as currently mandated by state law, the university (and me by association) will be
deemed by IARC to be “prejudicial to the work of IARC/WHO”.  Alternatively, IARC/WHO will file suit
against MSU to prevent the records from being released.  Both scenarios will put MSU (and myself
included) in an obvious and real conflict of interest with IARC/WHO, at least until this matter is all
settled.  Therefore, it is plain to me that I should immediately resign from the Volume 117 working
group.  Personally (and professionally), this is very disappointing to me on many different levels.  I
had looked forward to again work with you, the IARC team, and the working group on this volume. 
Alas, litigation is the way the world works.  Please know that I tried my best, but we (myself and the
institution where I work) have to do what is required by law.     

I wish you the best with volume 117.  If this matter is settled and I am no longer in a conflict of
interest (or irreversibly tainted in the eyes of IARC by this mess), it is my hope that I may serve on a
future working group. But that is obviously up to you and IARC to decide. 

 

Best regards,

Matt Ross 

----------------------------
Matt Ross, PhD
Associate Professor
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